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Volume 1, No 2     Fall 2016 

From the Editor 
 You may have thought Elections were 
over with on November 8 – but you are not that 
lucky! Your History Honor’s Society needs you to 
take the time to vote one more time for the 
2016 officers. Please take 5 minutes out of your 
day to vote. Voting starts December 10 and ends 
December 24. It’s fast. It’s easy. It’s painless. 
Just a few clicks of the mouse and you are done. 

 There has been discussion on Face-
book about starting our own Journal similar to 
the Saber and Scroll. Since many of our mem-
bers are also members of Saber and Scroll, it 
was determined that at this time, we did not 
want to compete with the quality and standards 
of the Saber and Scroll Journal – they do an 
awesome job over there. 

 What the officers decided to do, is add 
book reviews, essays and opinion pieces to the 
newsletter. If you are interested in contributing, 
please do not hesitate to contact an officer or 
myself. 

 Thank you to those who have contrib-
uted to this newsletter! 

 The holidays are right around the cor-
ner – don’t forget our service projects! Wreaths 
Across America, Red Cross blood drive and send-
ing cards to soldiers. 

Have a great holiday, 

Wishing all health and happiness, 

Kim 
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Faculty Advisor 
 

Hello Everyone:  

To introduce myself to our new members, my name is Emily Herff and I am the 
faculty advisor for the group. It has been exciting to see how the Historical Studies Honors Society 
has gone from just an idea to a strong student organization in the short course of a year. It is also 
my privilege to serve as your faculty advisor. We are growing quickly as an organization and the 
membership roster shows that we have an astounding number of excellent students in our History 
Department. I even had the privilege to meet several members at Commencement this year.  

 I know that we are close to achieving Gold Status with APUS, which is an amazing ac-
complishment so early in HSHS history. From other discussions I know that there are several 
strong ideas floating around to provide activities and opportunities for members. As we progress 
as a group, I am looking forward to getting to know all of our members better and to see what 
amazing things everyone comes up with to make the group the best honors society in the school.  

Emily Herff 

 

Election of Officers 
Nominations from the floor (or in our case Facebook) have closed and those who have stepped up 
to run for the 2016-2017 term are: 

 
Lew Taylor - President 
Lew Taylor is running for a second term as President.  Lew is a retired (disability) Vietnam veteran. 
He served two tours in Vietnam – one as a combat medic, the other as a member of a LRRP 
(Ranger) team. Lew received his BA in History (concentration in 18th to mid-19th century Americ) 
in February of 2013, and began his quest for a Master’s in American History with a concentration in 
Revolutionary War Studies in 2016. 
 
Lew would like to have the opportunity to represent the Saber and Scroll as its president for an-
other year. As he states, “We have had, I believe, a stellar year. We achieved Gold Status from 
APUS last year, and are on our way to repeating that again this year.” This year marked the se-
cond “in-person” meeting of the Saber and Scroll during the Commencement Weekend. Under 
Lew’s presidency, the Saber and Scroll have had two field trips, as well as several community 
events which included the Holiday Cards for Servicemen and Wreaths Across America – both of 
which will be repeated this year. As current president, Lew is involved in the planning stages of a 
history mentoring group that will be part of the Saber and Scroll History Society.  
Lew is a retired public librarian, a member of Pi Gamma Mu and a University Ambassador. He is 
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currently the Vice-President of R.E.A.D.(Reading and Educating at a Distance), a group of APUS stu-
dents which provides an open forum for the discussion of literature, and he is the Interim Sen-ior 
Warden of The Ancient Order of the Craft, a new organization that has applied for recognition by 
APUS. 

 
Away from school, Lew owns I Cannot Live Without Books, an independent bookstore located in West 
Dennis (Cape Cod), Massachusetts. He and his wife are avid gardeners, both vegetable and floral. 
Lew is a member of the Board of Directors of the Harrisonburg-Rockingham County (Virginia) Histori-
cal Society and a member of the Virginia and Massachusetts Historical Societies, The Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation, and the Civil War Preservation Trust. 

 

Stan Prager – Vice President 
Stan Prager earned a M.A. in History with honors from APU, with a concentration in Public History, 
and was selected by the School of Arts &amp; Humanities as its Academic Scholar of the Year. Stan 
is a member of both Pi Gamma Mu and the newly-minted APUS History Honor Society, and is active 
in a number of professional history organizations. Stan’s abiding passion is the marriage of history 
and technology: he is owner and president of GoGeeks Computer Rescue, a computer repair and 
manufacturing business, and has applied focused elements of his degree to  
a new venture focused upon digitization called Digital Archive Solutions.  
 
Additionally, Stan sources and digitizes previously unpublished Civil War letters, and has recently cre-
ated a website to host these for public access, www.resurrectinglostvoices.com. Stan has served on 
his town’s Board of Library Trustees, and frequently appears as a technology expert on a local televi-
sion station. An avid reader with eclectic interests, he authors his own book blog, www.regarp.com. 
 
Stan, who has two adult children, lives in East Longmeadow, MA with his wife Susan. 
 

Kathleen Cunningham Guler – Treasurer 

Kathleen Guler is the author of the award-winning Macsen’s Treasure series of four novels set in fifth 
century Britain, the fourth of which, A Land Beyond Ravens, won the 2010 Colorado Book Award for 
Historical Fiction. Drawing from her Welsh and Scottish heritage as well as a long background in his-
tory and literature to research her books, the author has also published numerous non-fiction articles, 
essays, and reviews, is a member of the Historical Novel Society, holds a Masters Degree in history 
(with honors) from American Military University, and participates in various writing and academic 
groups focused on history. She is currently working on a new novel that involves fourth century BC 
Celtic raiders and nomadic Scythians.  

Kim Trenner – Recording Secretary 

Kim Trenner is an alum with her Masters in Global History with a concentration in women’s studies. 
She has a BA from Grand Canyon University in History as well as a BS in Geography with minors in 
Cartography and Environmental Geology from the University of Akron.  
 
Kim’s experience as secretary stems from the type of work she has done in the office setting as per-
sonal assistant (board meeting minutes, shareholder meeting minutes, project management, filing, 
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typing, and liaison between copywriters and printer) as well as, 8 years as secretary of Western Re-
serve Sampler Guild. She has also served as the Membership Secretary of Saber and Scroll and the 
secretary for History Honors Society.  
 
Kim has been published in the magazine Needlearts with an article on the history of darning sam-
plers and in the special Cowpens edition of Saber and Scroll with an article on the women who 
fought in the Revolutionary war. She also teaches needlework classes as well as needlework history, 
and her patterns have sold worldwide via distribution. Her real job in the real world is as Compliance 
Officer for a paper statement management company – making sure that all work flow process are 
followed as well as HIPAA guidelines. 
 

Ben Sorenson – Membership Secretary 

When I began my collegiate career, I received my AA from a junior college in West Virginia, Poto-
mac State College. I then moved on to Shepherd College, where I majored in music, but discovered 
a love for Byzantine History through Dr. Walter Hanak. I earned my BA at Excelsior College in Alba-
ny New York.  

I held the position of Area Coordinator at the Akademia Vzdelavania (Academy of Education) in 
Poprad, Slovakia. I was also an ESL instructor there with a very good record of preparing students 
to pass the British Council’s First Certificate Exam and Advanced Certificate Exam in English. I also 
taught English to business owners and professionals all over the country. Upon my moving back to 
the United States, I entered corporate America in the cell phone industry; however, my heart was 
always in teaching.  

Therefore, I entered the MA in History program at American Public University to honor my favorite 
professor, the late Dr. Walter Hanak, leaving the cell phone industry right before I began my thesis. 
From there, I was very successful as an intern at Moores Creek National Battlefield. I completed my 
studies with honors, and went into North Carolina’s community college system, teaching ESL and 
Western Civilization at two local community colleges. I also give lecture series through Brunswick 
Community College on various aspects of local history. I have been published, my favorite publica-
tions being at the Saber and Scroll’s academic journal. I am also employed as an online adjunct fac-
ulty at Ashford University. I plan on getting a PhD now that I have finished my graduate certificate 
in American Revolution Studies, again at APUS. My real strength in history, however, is in the Byzan-
tine Empire, with strong focuses on the reign of Justinian and the missions of the Saints Constantine 
Cyril and Methodius.  

Outside of this academic career, I am the Past President of the Cape Fear Revolutionary War Round 
Table, having served for four years in that function. I am also a very active Freemason, belonging to 
the oldest lodge in North Carolina, St. John’s No. 1. Here I am an officer in the lodge and the lodge 
historian, as well as the historian for the Scottish Rite Valley of Wilmington. I am fluent in English, 
Slovak, and Czech, and read Latin, Greek, French, German, Old Church Slavonic (Glagolitic and Az-
buka) and Dutch. I also play piano, guitar, ukulele, and the largest gothic Slovak flute, the fujara. I 
also sing. I have a lovely wife and two children, all of whom are Slovak nationals, with my children 
being dual citizens.  
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ELECTION BALLOT 

 

VOTE AT THIS LINK 

 

DECEMBER 10—24 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSemoBZoeXWtWxtETCWboxzEvLM-

bmp3Wn6psFqg5qQsONJFZg/viewform 

NOTE: If the above link does not take you to the ballot—please copy and 
paste it in your web browser 
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Book Review of:  Empire of Co on: A Global History, by Sven Beckert

Reviewed by Stan Prager  

In Empire of Cotton: A Global History, Harvard Professor Sven Beckert 
demolishes the myth of capitalism as it has been traditionally under-
stood. That model has the industrial revolution as a European triumph 
that was the product of technology fueled by free markets, liberal de-
mocracy and the Protestant work ethic, which created the economic 
miracle of capitalist growth and progress that has defined the modern 
west. But Beckert, a social, political and economic historian, peels 
back cherished notions to reveal that in fact neither the industrial rev-
olution nor capitalism could have evolved without state coercion – nor 

could it have existed without the critical staple crop that made it all possible: cotton, the central 
element that wove (pun fully intended!) it all together.  

Europe developed the technology for mills to produce textiles. Yet, it was cotton – which 
does not grow in its temperate climate – that proved to be the key ingredient, cooked into a stock 
vigorously stirred by violence and often brutal state coercion, amply seasoned by healthy doses of 
state investment and protectionism, which Beckert terms “war capitalism.” The finest cotton tex-
tiles originated in India.  British economic interests propped up by British military power trans-
formed centuries of Indian cotton cultivation and production. Britain forcefully remade India as a 
supplier of raw materials to its mills in a heavy-handed process that over decades transformed it 
from a powerful vendor to world markets to an almost helpless customer of the British, who relied 
upon state investment and protectionism to dominate cotton textile production. So much for free 
markets and free enterprise … 

The central tenet to European textile production was cheap cotton, which meant cheap la-
bor. The windfall of the Americas in the Columbian Experience was a gift of vast territories with a 
climate for cotton cultivation but a dearth of laborers in populations decimated by disease. The 
tragic solution was African slave labor to work the “white gold.”  

War capitalism – through colonialism, expropriation of territory and slavery – spawned the 
empire of cotton and bred its next phase, “industrial capitalism,” which created wage laborers who 
worked long hours in the mills for little compensation, in often grueling conditions. Here too state 
coercion played a significant role, as the power of the state aligned with moneyed interests against 
the ill-treated factory proletariat, enforcing one-sided contracts, instituting compulsory work laws, 
and blocking attempts at reform. 

Empire of Cotton is a remarkable and extremely thought-provocative book, although it can 
be a difficult read, since Beckert the careful historian includes much statistical information that oc-
casionally bogs down the narrative. Still, it is well worth the effort, especially as the author’s thesis 
continues to speak to the present, as in his chilling reminder that even today: “Workers in Bangla-
desh stitch together clothing under absurdly dangerous conditions for very low wages, while con-
sumers in the United States and Europe can purchase those pieces with abandon, at prices that 
often seem impossibly low.” 1 

1Sven Beckert, Empire of Cotton: A Global History (NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014), 442. 

Book Review  

Empire of Cotton: A Global History, by Sven Beckert 



 

APUS/AMU History Honors Society Newsle er    7 

Women Warriors at Sea: The Women Who Became Pirates 
Kimberly Trenner  

 

 Long before the women’s movement, women around the world found ways to escape their 
circumstances and pursue their dreams and what they hoped would be a better life. They dressed as 
men and escaped to the wild untamed seas as some of the fiercest warriors. In fact, they proved 
themselves in battle with records showing that they exhibited a stronger blood lust than their male 
counterparts. From the time of King Olaf of Norway to the golden age of piracy the women who be-
came pirates will be explored but, rather than the ones most known such as Anne Bonney and Mary 
Read, the focus here will be on the more obscure.  

 Prior to discussing the women pirates of historical times, it is necessary to explore the act 
of piracy. Almost from the beginning of piracy literature has made it sound fun, romantic and glam-
orous. Popular media has only increased the love of the pirate for his suave, debonair style in such 
movies as the Pirates of the Caribbean series and Cutthroat Island. In reality, the life of a pirate was 
anything but glamorous. Life aboard ship found the pirate living in “a cesspool of animal and human 
excrements. Pirates themselves did not bathe, had bad teeth, and drank a lot.”1 Instead of trunks 
filled with gold and jewels, “…most acts of piracy involved the theft of everyday materials such as 
medicines, carpenter tools, fishing equipment, or other items that would allow the pirates to stay in 
operation.”2 Another misconception led by literature and popular media is the act of burying the 
ships treasure to keep it safe for a later time. As previously discussed, there was no real treasure as 
we have been led to believe. In fact, a pirates life was hard and full of perils meaning there were 
few old pirates. Therefore, they had and eat, drink and be merry attitude towards life. Whatever 
they captured they sold, whatever they made, they drank or spent leaving nothing for a rainy day or 
retirement. 

 A captain and the officer’s were picked by the crew. Elections were often based on popu-
larity at first, but a captain could be voted out if he was deemed to be incompetent for the crew. 
Should a crew member be injured in battle, the other’s still provided for him. There were few rules 
upon a ship, but those that were written and agreed to by the crew included the division of gains, 
fighting among crewmen, candle’s below deck, and most importantly to the purpose here, that no 
woman was allowed on the ship. It was long believed by sailors that women brought bad luck when 
they boarded a ship. Despite this rule, “recent studies have shown that a surprising number of wom-
en went to sea. Some traveled as the wives or mistresses of captains. A few were smuggled aboard 
by officers or by seamen of the lower deck. An increasing number of cases have come to light of 
young women dressing in men’s clothes and working alongside the sailors for months and some-
times years on end.”3  Few became pirates.  

 Princess Alvida, daughter of King Olaf of Norway was the first pirate of any notoriety. The 
story begins with her father presenting her with a pair of poisonous snakes to act as guards. Olaf 
then offered his daughter in marriage to any man who could get past the snakes unscathed.  It was 
Prince Alf of Denmark who succeeded in making it past the snakes. Rather than give in immediately, 
Alvida’s mother asked if it was her wish to marry Alf. Her response was to gather some of her ladies 
– all who dressed as men – find a ship and to set out to sea. She became a pirate queen when the 
women came upon a group of pirates that “were bemoaning the recent loss of their captain. The pi-
rates were so impressed by the regal air of Alwida that they unanimously elected her as their lead-
er.”4  They had chosen wisely and under the leadership of Alvida soon brought havoc to the Baltic 
Sea. It was Prince Alf who was commandeered to take care of the pirate problem. When the two 
met in battle, Alvida was impressed with his abilities as a leader and a fighter that she took him as 
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her husband. Alvida lived to become Queen of Demark.5  

 Charlotte de Berry is another of the little known women pirates. Her story is similar in na-
ture to that of other women at sea, she simply followed her husband. Charlotte was so in love with 
her husband that she could not stand the thought of being without him so she dressed as a man 
and went to war posing as his brother. Here the versions vary. In one, Charlotte’s husband Jack was 
killed in battle so she returned to London where she was later kidnapped by Captain Wilmington 
who had fallen in love with her. Charlotte led a mutiny and the crew followed her from that point.6  
Other versions have Charlotte entering into to a duel with Captain Wilmington that ended when she 
decapitated the captain and was elected new captain by the grateful crew.7  

 Rachel Wall, a.k.a. Rachel Schmidt, is another who followed her husband to sea but as a 
pirate from the very beginning. It was her idea to act as a ship in distress. Once a prospective ship 
was seen from shore, the Wall’s went out to a position and acted as if they were in trouble to get 
the prospective ship to come closer. An act of good will left the ship pillaged, possibly taken and its 
crew killed, kidnapped or set ashore.  

 Pirates were not just of the sea. Sadie the Goat was a river pirate or river rat. She ran 
with a group of pirates that frequented the Hole-in-the-Wall Tavern in 1800s New York. This group 
not only attacked shallow draft ships that transported goods via river ways, they also attacked ware-
houses along the rivers. Since they used the normal hit and run tactics of pirates and had a well es-
tablished hang-out, it was very difficult for the police to catch these pirates.  

 One of the most violent of the female pirates was known as the “Indian Pirate Queen.” 
She ruled from the town of Kutch – now known as Bhug – and had been elected as leader by the 
people of the town. “…they felt that a woman would be gentler by nature than a man and would 
therefore be more receptive to their needs. The people were wrong.”8  

 While it was rare for two women to sail aboard the same ship, it did happen in the case of 
Mary Read and Anne Bonny who set sail from Nassau. “It is generally reckoned that there were be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 pirates operating in the western Atlantic and among the hundreds of Carib-
bean islands around 1720. Mary Read and Anne Bonny are the only women who are known to have 
entered this male world disguised as men, and yet they both ended up on a small pirate ship with a 
crew of less than a dozen.”9  Captain Woodes Rogers of the Bahamas issued a proclamation that 
Captain John Rackum, a.k.a. Calico Jack, “and his said Company are hereby proclaimed Pirates and 
Enemies to the Crown of Great Britain…” which led to the capture and trial of all who sailed with 
Calico Jack.10 

 At their trial the women at first declared that they had taken to piracy by force, but this 
was disproved by witnesses who swore under oath that both Anne and Mary had been seen wielding 
weapons and even demanding death to those who sailed the captured ships. Dorothy Spenlow was 
one who bore witness claiming that “Mary Read and Anne Bonny were wearing men’s jackets and 
long trousers and had handkerchiefs tied around their heads. Each of them had a pistol and a cut-
lass in her hands and swore at the men that they must murder her.”11  The crew was sentenced to 
death however both Bonny and Read were with child at the time so their lives were spared until the 
birth of the babes. Parish records show that Mary Read died of fever in prison while Anne’s end is 
speculation. Her father was a powerful man in Charleston, SC and it is said he paid the Jamaican 
authorities to release her upon which he took her back to South Carolina, she married, had eight 
children and died around “1782 at age of eighty-four.”12  

 Finally, Madame Cheng is representative of China. It was common in China for women to 
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be sailors and to be a full participant in piracy. “They were involved in the propelling of ships, a task 
that was considered to be women’s work.”13  In the case of Madame Cheng, she was found in a 
brothel by her husband who fell madly in love and offered her marriage. At first she refused, but 
then after convincing her husband to make her a 50/50 partner in the ships he commanded and any 
treasure they captured, they married and set to sea. Here the story tends to differ in the telling. The 
first has them living a loving relationship and successful run commanding some 300 ships. Upon his 
death, Madame Cheng became sole owner and commanded the ships and men with an iron fist 
leading them to become the most successful group in the oceans.  

 The second telling has Madame Cheng biding her time and gaining more and more allies 
with her feminine charms. When the time was right, she led a mutiny chopping off the head of her 
husband and gaining the crew and ships she desired all along. Both telling do have her leading the 
most successful pirate league. She retired when her adopted son took over, and lived to a ripe old 
age running a brothel and gaming house in China.  

 Captain Bartholomew Roberts’s written articles of piracy are considered the norm of most 
pirate captains. It was the crew who had to swear to abide the articles or suffer the consequences 
which could include death. It was “agreed: ‘No boy or woman to be allowed amongst them. If any 
man were to be found seducing any of the latter sex, and carried her to sea, disguised, he as to suf-
fer death.’”14  And yet, women followed their lovers, and husbands to sea. They went to sea on their 
own to experience the thrill of the hunt as well as the freedom of what society dictated a woman of 
any standing should act. 

 They fought side by side and in some instances berated the men whom they felt did not 
fight hard enough. And they took pleasure in besting the opposite sex in such battles as evidenced 
by the famed portrait of Mary Read baring her breast to show the downed pirate that she was in 
fact, a woman. Via court records, journals and diaries historians have been able to put together the 
stories of these fascinating women. In 1963 Jane Yolen wrote the first edition of her Sea Queens: 
Women Pirates Around the World. The book has since been updated due to he amount of infor-
mation at that time was limited on women pirates. So much more is known now and is still being 
found in parish and court records, diaries and journals.  

 Piracy has been around since man discovered how to travel via water power. It was a 
tough life by all standards, and yet, women thrived in the position of captain. They wielded cutlass 
and pistol alike. Witness testimony has them actively fighting in battle, berating the men of their 
crew who did not fight hard enough and ordering the death of prisoners. They came from all walks 
of life and every country. They served their captain’s well.  

 As evidenced here, Alvida is one of the oldest pirates – there are others – but it was the 
capture of Bonny and Read that really brought the fascination of women pirates to the public eye.  
“…the two women seemed to fascinate, scandalize, and titillate contemporary society in equal meas-
ure, the most shocking revelation being that both had dressed as men and passed themselves off as 
seamen. In other words, Bonny and Read had broken all the rules, and had escaped from the re-
strictions imposed on the women of the time.”15  This was true for all of the women who took to a 
life of crime as a pirate. 

Endnotes 

1 F.O. Steele. Women Pirates: A Brief Anthology of Thirteen Notorious Pirates. (Lincoln, NE: 
IUniverse, Inc., 2007), 2.  

 
2 Ibid., 1. 
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3 David Cordingly. Seafaring Women: Adventures of Pirate Queens, Female Stowaways, and 
Sailor’s Wives. (New York: Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2001) xi.  

 
4 David Cordingly. Under the Black Flag. The Romance and the Reality of Life Among the Pi-

rates. (New York: Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2006), 71.  
 
5 There is some discussion that this story is not fact and is nothing more than legend. How-

ever, everything that I came across leads me to believe that it is true, although I am obliged to ad-
mit it could have been embellished over the years due to the historiography of the times.  

 
6 Steele. Women Pirates. 
 
7 Jane Yolen and Christine Joy Pratt. Sea Queens: Women Pirates Around the World. 

(Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing, 2008), 56. 
 
8 Steele. Women Pirates, 70. 
 
9 Cordingly. Seafaring Women, 82. 
 
10 Ibid., 83. 
 
11 Ibid., 84. 
 
12 Ibid., 87. 
 
13 Steele. Women Pirates. 36.  
 
14 Cordingly. Seafaring Women. 80. 

 
15 Angus Konstam. Pirates: The Complete Hstory from 1300 B.C. to Present Day. (Guilford, 

CT: Lyons Press, 2008), 166. 
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The Mongols and Their Effect on Russia 
Lew Taylor 

The Russian people were not aware that the Mongols were living in what is present day 
Mongolia and parts of Manchuria and Siberia, and when they first invaded Russia in 1223, they 
came “like a bolt out of the blue.”1  But, after defeating the Russians and the Polovtsy (a group liv-
ing in the steppes North of the Black Sea), they left, only to return again in 1237 to rule Russia for 
many years. 

 
     There is much disagreement about the relationship between Russia and the Mongols and what 
the impact was -- if any -- of the Mongols on the history of Russia.  In fact, the only agreement is 
the disagreement.  “Scholars argue about the reason for Mongol success, the extent of the de-
struction, the nature of the Mongols and their rule, and especially the extent to which Mongols in-
fluenced Russian politics, society, and culture."2 That disagreement is evident when comparing two 
of the writings used for this essay.  Nicholas Riasanovsky and Mark Steinberg, in their book A His-
tory of Russia, downplay the effect of the Mongol invasion, “stating that “there existed many other 
reasons for changes in Russia…..other countries changed during those centuries without contact 
with the Mongols.”3 On the other hand,  Dustin Hosseini, in his article, “The Effect of the Mongol 
Empire on Russia”, emphasizes the destruction and changes caused by the invasion, saying “It was 
the Mongol invasion which, perhaps more than any other historical event, helped to determine the 
course of development that Russian culture, political geography, history, and national identity 
would take.”4 

http://www.pirateshold.buccaneersoft.com/rost/cheng_i_soa.html�
http://www.pirateshold.buccaneersoft.com/rost/cheng_i_soa.html�
http://www.pirateshold.buccaneersoft.com/rost/cheng_i_soa.html�
http://www.pirateshold.buccaneersoft.com/rost/cheng_i_soa.html�
http://www.jungleii.com/fountain/t4c/library/books/femwarriors/FP2Cheng.html�
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     One thing that cannot be debated is the amount of physical devastation that the Mongol invasion 
brought on Russia.  While it is true that some regions suffered more than others, “there is no doubt 
that cities in the direct path of the invading Mongols were burnt and leveled, the population of these 
towns massacred to the point of extermination, and villages and fields ravaged.”5  One other conse-
quence of Mongol occupation was the depriving of Russians the use of the southern steppe – an ar-
ea that contained much the best land in Russia.  This deprivation was the cause of the “shift of pop-
ulation, economic activity, and political power to the northeast.”6  Some historians have even gone 
so far as to say that “the Mongol invasion and domination of Russia retarded the development of the 
country by some 150 or 200 years.”7 

     Before this all took place, the Rus had been given an opportunity by the Mongols to have peace.  
The Mongols said that “they had not attacked the cities or people of the Rus, nor attacked their 
lands.”8 They, the Mongols asked the Russian princes for peace, but because the princes did not 
trust the Mongols, they rejected the offer and promptly killed the Mongol emissaries, destroying any 
chance of peace. 
 
     Within a period of twenty years, Batu Kahn brought his army of over 200,000 men into Russia 
and conquered the principalities of Ryazan, Moscow, Vladimir, Suzdal, and Rostov – and eventually 
destroyed Kiev, the center of Kievan Russia.  Novgorod, Pskov, and Smolensk survived the ravages 
of the Mongol army, but they also ended up paying tribute to the Golden Horde.  There is a possibil-
ity that had the Russian princes made a different decision and agreed to a peace with the Mongols 
this systematic destroying of the Russian principalities might not have occurred.  Because of the de-
cision made by the princes, Russia was forever changed – its religion, art, language, government 
and political geography – were affected by the Mongols.9 
 
     Several issues concerning the Mongol invasion of Russia are worth noting. According to one writ-
er, many churches and monasteries were looted and destroyed while countless adherents to the 
church and scores of clergy were killed; those who survived often were taken prisoner and en-
slaved.10 Also, when one thinks about Russia – from the present all the way back to Imperial Russia 
– the first thought is about totalitarian government.  However, back in the period of Kievan Rus, 
there was a limited form of democracy – a town meeting composed of free males who discussed 
things such as war, peace, and law.  This group was known as the veche, and all towns in Kievan 
Russia had a veche.  “Essentially a forum for civic affairs to discuss and resolve problems….this dem-
ocratic institution suffered  severe curtailment under the Mongols.11  Another issue was that of cen-
sus and taxation.  The Mongols used the census as a way of tabulating the amount of taxes due by 
a city or town.  The taxes imposed by the Mongols were a “heavy burden on the Russians precisely 
when their impoverished and dislocated economy was least prepared to bear it.12 These taxes led to 
rebellions against the Mongol rulers, which resulted in additional repression and penalties.  This peri-
od could be considered “a grim struggle for survival, with the advanced and elaborate Kievan style 
of life and ethical and cultural standards in rapid decline.13 

     There were also some positive contributions made by the Mongols to Russian history.  There 
were institutional influences that persisted for years:  “strategy and formations (especially the caval-
ry); structures of administration, taxation, and law; a system of postal stations; and various com-
mercial and financial practices.”14  
 
     Even though the Mongols did not interfere significantly in the daily life of the Russian people, 
they nonetheless, did control Russia for almost one hundred and fifty years.  Finally, in 1380, Dimi-
tri, prince of Moscow was able to defeat the Mongols in the Battle of Kulikovo.15 Even with that vic-
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tory, it was more than another one hundred years before Ivan III finally “renounced his and Rus-
sian, allegiance to the khan, and the Mongols failed to challenge this action seriously.”16 

Endnotes 
 
1 Nicholas V. Riasanovsky and Mark D. Steinberg, A History of Russia, Eighth Edition, (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 66. 
 
2 Ibid., 66. 
 
3 Ibid., 70. 
 
4 Dustin Hosseini, “The Effects of the Mongol Empire on Russia,” http://www.sras.org/

the_effects_of_the_mongol_empire_on_russia, (Accessed August 2, 2011). 
 
5 Riasanovsky and Steinberg., 67. 
 
6 Ibid., 67. 
 
7 Ibid., 67. 
 
8 Hosseini, ”The Effects Of The Mongol Empire on Russia,” 
 
9 Ibid. 
 
10 Basil Dmytryshyn, A History of Russia. (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1977) 
 
11 Hosseini, “The Effects of the Mongol Empire on Russia.” 
 
12 Riasanovsky & Steinberg, 67. 
 
13 Ibid., 67. 
 
14 Ibid. 67-68. 
 
15 Ibid., 65. 
 
16 Ibid., 65-66. 
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Website Review 
 

Past Horizons: Adventures in Archaeology 
http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/ 

Stan Prager 
 
 

 The last few years have seen an exponential increase in web resources of interest to his-
torians. Like history books or academic journals, some of these are far-reaching in scope, such as 
sites dedicated to the history of United States, or to a broad era such as the Peloponnesian War. 
Others are more specific, focused upon a topic as narrow as the Civil War correspondence from sol-
diers of a specific regiment, or even the letters of an individual private. Such sites are valuable tools 
for deep research, but offer little to attract frequent visitation.  Past Horizons: Adventures in Archae-
ology [http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/] takes a completely different approach, serving as a spring-
board for an eclectic array of information on the latest developments in pre-history and its related 
arenas. 

 Past Horizons is a mosaic of links in graphical form with headings, frequently updated to 
report the latest developments in the field. Recent examples include such diverse bits as “River pol-
luted with copper in Late Neolithic Jordan,” and “Mummified legs may belong to Egyptian Queen 
Nefertari,” as well as “Unique 3,800-year-old ceramic vessel discovered in Israel.” Clicking on one of 
these typically results in a short article with illustrations and links for further research. 
 
 As one may expect from a website subtitled Adventures in Archaeology, much of the offer-
ings fall into that discipline, but not strictly so. The emerging “Big History” genre locates the study of 
archaeology precisely between its chronological antecedent, paleoanthropology, and its successor, 
ancient history, and Past Horizons seems to cherish this kind of overlap. For instance, along with 
news of “Bronze Age city discovered in Northern Iraq,” the current headlines include “Neanderthal 
bones from Goyet show signs of butchering,” as well as an article on the twelfth century origins of 
football, “History of the beautiful game,” and a report of a tree older than a millennium, “Adonis: Eu-
rope’s oldest known tree.” Because of this kind of range, there literally is something to spark the in-
terest of just about anyone curious about history or pre-history, and the short articles serve as doors 
that open to reveal a glimpse of a topic that may be worthy of further inquiry. 
 

http://www.sras.org/the_effects_of_the_mongol_empire_on_russia�
http://www.sras.org/the_effects_of_the_mongol_empire_on_russia�
http://www.sras.org/the_effects_of_the_mongol_empire_on_russia�
http://www.sras.org/the_effects_of_the_mongol_empire_on_russia�
http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/�
http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/�
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For those more serious about the field of archaeology, there is also much more. Past Hori-
zons describes itself as: “. . . an online magazine site covering all the latest archaeology and herit-
age news with occasional in-depth articles. We maintain a database of current archaeological field 
work opportunities around the world. Great for students looking for practical experience and volun-
teers seeking a new challenge.” As such, there are extensive links to projects and fieldschools, as 
well as a webstore that sells tools and even an extensive “Dig Survival Guide” for the budding ar-
chaeologist. 

 
For the non-specialist, Past Horizons deserves a visit every day or two, to stay on top of the 

latest developments in pre-history and provide fodder for further inquiry.  It might even make a fine 
browser home page for the historically-inclined, especially because it is not cluttered with ads and 
clickbait like so many other popular sites. At the very least, be sure to bookmark Past Horizons: af-
ter your first visit, you will no doubt be back repeatedly! 
http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/ 

 

 

HELP WANTED: 

Currently looking for a Newsletter editor who is willing to put the newsletter together on a quarterly 
basis. If you are interested, please let one of your officers know, or speak up on Facebook.  

 

The job is not hard, but it does take some time to sit down and pull all the articles together. 

 

 

 

http://www.pasthorizonspr.com/�
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Last Thoughts 

 As Historians we all have our “favorite” time in history. Is it Colonial America? The Revolu-
tionary War? What about the Civil War or the Westward Settlement? Is there a particular President 
you favor (mine is Truman) or a person in history you’ve devoted a lot of time to (Lew Taylor wrote 
his thesis on Mercy Otis Warren).  

 In my case, I have studied women from all time periods. I have never been able to stick 
to one century or culture. And, I’ve taken it one step further and study the needlework these women 
have produced—not just quilts, but clothes, samplers and good old fashioned plain work (you know 
sheets, curtains, towels—your everyday things you don’t think about). 

 The point I’m trying to make here as I ramble on is that we all have a PASSION for histo-
ry. And with that passion comes the need to share and let people know what we know. Help them 
to understand what happened in the past really affects us in the present and on into the future. You 
know the old adage, those who refuse to learn from the past are doomed to repeat it.  

 As a charter member of this group I’ve been privy to some really great discussions on how 
the History Honors Society should move forward—sharing with each other is one of the big topics 
that comes up all time. This newsletter is just the start on that goal. We have a website review, a 
book review and two short articles. 

 No pressure, no stress. No subject/theme. Just share what you have a passion about. 
Help others to learn and enjoy. You never know what you may tip off in another person to peak 
their interest.  

 Above all, be respectful of each other and the opinions we have. As we all experienced in 
the discussion groups as part of our classes at APUS/AMU—you can have good healthy debate as 
long as respect is shown.  
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